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Late Student in Divinity, 
At OTTERY, DEVON. 


| Who departed this Life, January 20, 17 57-1 


To which are added, 


Some of his ExyREsSIoNs during his 
ene. 


. 
7 
= 


14 
4, 


err urn ec wm a <P Ws 


«5% 
» ? * 


SN | 


Printed for J. BuckLawD, at the Buck in Pater - yy 
noſter-Row, and T. FigLD, at the /I heat ef in 
. Moc Ly11. 


Price Six-Pence. 1 


85 


Ae 


* « WR ö 4 
Oe Ar I ONS ne 
a ** $ 3. . , * A 7, * * 4» — bs 1 
97 » «AO © % "4 1 9 * n wy 2 p 


— „ EW 
— 1 5 p * q LK >: LOO. SEK Bo, 829 4 * 
= * — ors -+ 67 oO TESTED Tae | 


11 | 11 


| * | 1 
c _— F = 
* EF 4A 
. 1 * * * = : 
, f 8 * 2 - 0 % 
ny 


HE late Mr. Henry Noble of Willi- 
ſyke, in Cumberland, came under my 
Care in the Month of April, in the laſt Year; 
with ſatisfaftory Teſtimonials as to his religious, 
and moral Charafter. Of theſe Teſlimonials his 
Behaviour while with me, hath been a pleaſing 
Confirmation. Soon after Midſummer he was 
afffted with a great Pain in his Thigh, which 
proved to be an Abſceſs; by the Breaking and con- 
tinu'd Diſcharge of which, his Strength and 
Life were gradually waſted, with peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances of Pain and Suffering ; All which he 
was enabled to bear with remarkable Patience. 
Towards the latter End of his Sickneſs, I 
thought with myſelf, that the Preſerving ſome of 
hrs Expreſſions in Writing, might be of Uſe to 
my other Pupils; and would afford a delightful 
Entertainment 10 bis 7 Parents. So I noted 
them down as I heard them myſelf, or bad them 
from Others, Had I begun this Method ſooner, I 
might have preſerv d much more. Some of theſe 
Expreſſions I inſerted from Time to Time in my 
Letters, written on other Occaſions, to ſuch Mi- 
niſters in London as had been affiſiing to his 
Education ; as knowing they wou'd be pleaſing, 
and cauſe thro' them Thankſgiving io God. The 
| R Morm 
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Morning after I had preach'd his Funeral Ser- 
mon, I receiv'd a Litter from One of them ; in- 
forming me, that upon hearing of Mr. Noble's 
Death, it was the concurring Opinion of ſcve- 
ral Friends, that the publiſhing of ſuch Expreſſions 
of his as I mi gb. 4 able to collect together, with 
a Sermon on the Occahon, might, probably, thro 
4 divine Bleſſing, prove of ſome Service; and 
that accordingly they defir'd it might be done. 
Having co npy 2 with this Requeſt, I hope thoſe 
my A and Other much-honour'd Friends, 
oh bave directed and deſir d this Publication, 
will excufe all Defects of mine therein, and ac- 
company it with their Prayers. And I would 
fake this Opportunity to defire ſuch, into whoſe 
Hands this may come, to remember myſelf, and 
. my Bretbren in the ſame Station, in their Ad- 
dreſſes at the Throne of Grace, for our Wark's 
| Sake ; that the Seminaries of Learning under 
our Care, may be Seminaries of Goſpel-Truth, and 
of vital Godlineſs; that from theſe Fountains 
may proceed ſuch Streams, as my make glad 
the Cy of our God. 


| Ottery, Feb. 2.. 
1757 + ms, J. LAVINGTON, um 
8 . 
TR 
Uo Eu 
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1 CHRON. xv. 13. 
—The LORD our God made a Breach ufon us. 


HE Breach which theſe Words refer 

_— to, is briefly thus; The Ark, which was 
Ijrael's peculiar Glory, having been in 
Captivity among the Philiſtines, was brought 
back ſo far as Kirjath-jearim. This was done 
a little before Saul's Advancement to the 
Throne. That King minded nothing but his 
_ own Pride and Ambition. But David was 
of another Spirit. No ſooner was he ſettled in 
the Government, than his Concern was, . how 
to have the Ark near him in the Royal City. 
In attempting to get it thither, two Errors 
were committed, One was, that the Ark was 
| put on a Cart, whereas it ſhould have been 
rne on the Shoulders of the Prieſts: The 
other was, that Uzza, who was a Kobathite, 
had put forth his Hand and touched it, which 
the Kobatbites were forbidden to do upon Pain 
of Death. For this God ſtruck Uzza dead 
upon the Spot ; hereby making a Breach, not 
only upon Uzza 1 but like wiſe "_ 
e 


2 


the Company that were preſent; who conſi- 
dered themſelves as ſo much concerned in this 
Affair, that they deſiſted from their Under- 
taking. However, a ſecond Attempt was 
made about three Months after ; wherein for- 
mer Errors were acknowledged and rectify'd, 
and the Ark was brought in holy Triumph to 
Jeruſalem. Thanks be to God, the Provi- 
dence which we are now to improve, requires 
not a more particular Conſideration of the 
| Context; I ſhall therefore diſmiſs it, and 
. raiſe ſome general Obſervations from the 
Text, as it ſtands ſeparated from the reſt of 
the Verſe. | 
Oh. 1. Death makes Breaches. It makes 
a Breach on our Perſons, diſſolving the 
Union between Soul and Body, and rending 3 
theſe dear Companions from each other. It Þ* 
| breaks the Thread of Life, notwithſtanding 4 
4 all the Arts and Means which have been uſed 
to preſerve it. Again, —Death makes Bre- 
ches in Families, obſerving here no Order as 
to Age, Relation, or Uſefulneſs, As for Age, | 
ſometimes it is content to take the old and in- | 
firm, which are even acknowledged to be its 
Due; at other Times it leaves theſe, and | 
ſnatches away the youngeſt. As for Relations, * 
ſometimes it begins with the Children, and 
laſt of all comes to the Parent; as the Huſ- 
bandman firſt lops off the Branches of a Tree, 
and then lays his Ax to the Root, At other 
Times, it begins with the Parents, and after- 
wards in a mercileſs Manner, falls on the de- 
ſtitute 
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ſtitute Orphans. As for Uſefulneſs, —ſome- 
times Death takes for its Prey the moſt uſeful 
or 1 Part of a Family, leaving thoſe 
behind, to lament Heir c40n Loſs. At other 
Times it ſeizes on that Part of it which was 
its Burden, Shame and Grief ; leaving Sur- 
vivors to lament the Loſs ſuſtained by ſuch 
as are gone, even the eternal Loſs of the pre- 
cious Soul. Once more, Death makes Brea- 
ches in Churches, and in Nations. Now a 
Subject dies, and then a Magiſtrate, Now a 
Hearer, and then a Preacher. Death makes 
Breaches in the Palace, as well as in the Cot- 
tage. It fears not the greateſt, nor overlooks 
che meaneſt. 

Ob/. 2. The Lord hath a Hand in the 
Breaches which are made by Death. [The 
Lord our God made a Breach upon us.] Death, 
notwithſtanding all its Exploits and Conqueſts, 
is but a Servant, and acts by Commiſſion. 
Chrift has the Keys of Hell and of Death. 
Not a Sparrow falls to the Ground without our 
heavenly Father. We may aſk concerning 
this, as well as other Evils which fall out in 
Cities and Families, as in Amos iii. 6. Shall 
there be Evil in a City, and the Lard bath not 
done it? Before Death ſtrikes, it hath its Or- 
ders and Directions; whom it is to ſtrike, ac hen 
it is to ſtrike, and with what Circumſtances of 
Pain and Suffering. This ſhould be a Help 
to Submiſſion, both to the dying Chriſtian 
himſelf, and to thoſe who behold and ſurvive 
him. Amongſt other diſquieting Thoughts 
© which 


4 * 


which are apt to perplex and diſtreſs the 
Mind on ſuch Occaſions, theſe are uſually 
ſome, vis. Wiſhing this or the other Thing 
had not been done, whereby tis apprehend- 
ed the fatal Diſorder was brought on or in- 
creaſed; or that ſuch or ſuch Means had, 
or had not been uſed. But theſe Reflections 
are fruitleſs and vain. Tis true, the beſt 
and moſt likely Means are to be uſed; but 
don't we know, there muſt a Time come, 
when all Means ſhall prove unſucceſsful ? 
Don't we know, that God can give Efficacy, 


if he pleaſes, to Means that are 4% likely, as 


well as withold it from thofe which are more 
ſo? Don't we know, that the Time muſt 
come, when the greateſt Skill of the ableſt 
Phyſician ſhall be baffled - When the great- 
eſt apd moſt tender Care of Relations and 
Friends ſhall be of no avail? and when the 
moſt earneſt and importunate Prayers of the 
beſt Miniſters, or other Chriſtians for longer 
Life, ſhall not be heard ? At the Beginning of 
a Diforder in ourſelves or Friends, it 1s not 
known, whether the Lord's Time for the put- 
ting a Period to Life be come or not; but 
when Death has done its Work the Matter is 
determined, inaſmuch as Death a&s not but 
by divine Commiſſion. . | 

Ob}. 3. Death-breaches ſhould be ſuitably 
regarded and improved, That which our 


Text refers to was ſo. Let us go and do like- 


Wiſe.—In ſpeaking to this Obſervation, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew how Death-breaches in 
| gene. 
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general are td.be regarded and improved; and 
then mention ſome particular Kinds of them, 
which demand a ſpecial Attention and Re- 


rd. ; 
_ I am to ſhew how Death-breaches in ge- 
neral are to be regarded and improv'd, 


1. We ſhould adore the Hand that makes 


the Breach. Looking above Inſtruments and 


ſecond Cauſes, let us direct our Views to him 
who hath prepared his Throne in the Heavens, 
and whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all, Pf. ciii. 19. 
T was dumb, I opened not my Mouth, becauſe 
thou didſt it. Pf. xxxix. 9. Whatever be the 
awful and affecting Circumſtances attending 
the Breach which has been made, let God be 
juſtify'd, when he ſpeaketh the moſt terrible 
Things againſt us, and let him be clear'd and 
acquitted by us, when he judgeth, P/ li. 4. 

2. We ſhould enquire into the Cauſe of 
it. Sin is certainly the remote, if it be not 


the iumediate Cauſe of all our Breaches. If 


there had not been a Breach betwcen God 
and our Souls by Means of Sin, there would 
have been no Breach on our Lives or Com- 
forts. But ſometimes God is viſiting for ſome 
particular Sin, in making a Breach upon us; 
and this Sin is ſometimes fo evident, as that 


it may be read on the Face of the Diſpenſa- 


tion. At other Times more Searching is 
neceſſary, in order to diſcover it; the Heart 
muſt be ſearched ; the Family mult be fearch- 
ed; the Word muſt be ſearched ; Conſcience 


mult be ſearched ; and Prayer muſt be made to 


that 


[6] 

that God who ſearcheth the Heart, and cannot 
be deceived. If there be an Achan which troubles 
the Camp, and it be ſuffed to lye undiſcover'd, 
more Breaches may be expected. But if on 
impartial Search no ſuch can be found, we 
may then hope, that the Lord hath not a parti- 
cular Controverſy with us in making the Breach 
we mourn over, but that he had other Ends 
and Deſigns therein. 

3- Look what Mercy, as well as Judgment 
there may be in it. Let the Condition of thoſe 
that are removed be what it will, yet there is 
this Mercy to all that fear God, in every 
Breach which Death makes in their Families, 
namely, that it is among the all Things that 
fhall work together for Good ts them that love God, 
ana are the called according to his Purpoſe. 
Rotfl. viii. 28. But where there is Scripture- 
ground to hope concerning thoſe that have 
been removed, that they where truly regene- 
rated by the Spirit of God, and united to Chriſt 
by faving Faith, there is a great deal more 
Mercy mixt with the Judgment of the Diſpenſa- 


tion. 1 Theſ. iv. 13, 14. But I would not have you 


to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning them which 
are afleep, that ye ſorrow not as others which have 
no Hope. For if ae believe that Jeſus died and 
roſe again, even fo them alſo which fleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him. Their Souls are gone 
from a State of Sin and Sorrow, to a State of 
perfect Holineſs in the Preſence of God. And 


as for their Bodies, tho' they are laid in the 


Grave, and mult turn to Rottenneſs, yet there 
will 
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will a Time come, when Chriſt ſhall change the 
vile Bodies of all bis Saints, and faſhion them hike 
unto his glorious Body. Phil. iii. 21. I ſhall add, 
that if thoſe whoſe Removal is lamented, were 
favoured with gracious Supports and Comforts 
from above, whereby they were enabled to 
glorify God, and adorn their Profeſſion, in 
ſuſtaining the Shocks of Death and its Har- 
bingers ; This is ſtill farther Mercy, and calls 
for more Thankfulneſs. Pfal. ci. 1. I well 
ing of Mercy and Judgment: unto thee, O Lord, 
will I fing. | 
4. Go from the broken Ciſtern to the never- 
| failing Fountain. We are all, more or leſs, 
3 deſerving that Charge which was brought by 
: the Lord againſt 1/rac/, Jer. ii. 13. For my 
People have committed two Ewils : they have for- 
2 faken me the Fountain of living Waters, and hew'd 
[2 them out Ciſter ns, broken Ciſterus that can hold no 
14 Water. Let the looſening us from ane Crea- 
2 ture, looſen us more from All. Ceaſe from Man 
a ae Breath is in his Noſtrils. Let not mortal 
4 Creatures be our Confidence, either for Things 
3 relating to Soul or Body, Time or Eternity. 
| We can be ſaved without them hereafter, we 
can be happy without them here ; tho' at the 
{ame time it may be granted, they were Inſtru- 
F ments of great Benefit and Comfort to us, 
while God was pleaſed to ſpare them with us. 
4 Pſal. xxvii. 10, When my Father and my Mother 
Ferſale me, then the LORD will take me up. 
5. Prepare for further Breaches. We mult 
be ſeniible, that even in the common Courſe 
of 
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of Nature, theſe. are to be expected. Who 
knows, but the next Breach in the Family 
may be upon ourſelves? I may be the next, 
ſhould each one of the Family ſay, that may 
be arreſted by Sickneſs and Death. I may be 
the next that ſhall know by Experience what 
tis to die, and enter into Eternity. I may be 
the next for whoſe forſaken Body, a Coffin 
may be prepared, and a Grave opened. Am 
i ready ?—Or if it be another of the Family 
that ſhall next be called away, let it be this, 
or the other, can I part with them without 
murmuring? Or can I part with them having 
the Teftimony of my Conſcience, that I have 
been endeavouring, in Dependance on divine 
Aid, to diſcharge my Duty towards them? 
The Language of a Death-breach in- a Family, 
to thoſe that remain, is like that in Eceleſ. ix. 
10. Whatever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with; 
thy Might; for there is no Work, nor Device, nor 
Knowledge, nor Wiſdom, in the Grave, whither 
thou goed. Or like that in Lake xii. 40. Be ye 
therefore ready allo. 

II. I proceed to mention ſome particular 
Kinds of Death-breaches, which demand our 
| ſpecial Attention and Regard. 
I. The firſt fort which I ſhall mention are 
Firſt Breaches ; I mean when God firſt makes 
a Breach in a Family or Society, after its For- 
mation and Eſtabhſhment. The firſt Breach 
in Adam's Family (at leaſt that we have any 
Account of) which was alſo the firſt Breach 
that ever Death made in the World, was 0s 

ale 
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Caſe of Mel, a pious and hopeful Son; and 


ſad were the Circumſtances of that Breach, 


when one Brother imbru'd his Hands in the 


Blood of another ! The firſt Breach in Abra- 


ham's Family was the Loſs of his faithful and 
beloved Wife; whereupon his firſt Poſſeſſion 
in the Land of his Inheritance was that of a 
Burying-place. Uſually the firſt Occurrences 
of any kind make the deepeſt Impreſſions ; this 
Circumſtance therefore calls for, and helps to 
ſpecial Improvement, in the jr/? Breaches 
which God makes upon us. 

2. The ſecond fort are wide Breaches, Tis 
a wide Breach in a Family, when there has 
been a Removal of a pious, prudent, and af- 
fectionate Head thereof. *Tis a wide Breach 
in a Church, when there has been a Removal 
of ſome eminently judicious, experienced, and 
active Member; or eſpecially of a faithful and 
laborious Paſtor. Tis a wide Breach in a 
Nation, when there has been a Removal of a 
wiſe, and faithful Miniſter of State; or eſpe- 
cially, of a juſt and good King; one that has 
the Glory of God, and the true Intereſt of his 
Subjects near at Heart, What a wide. Breach 
was made in ael, by the Tranſlation of the 


Prophet Elyjab? On Occaſion whereof Elijha 


cried out, My Father, my Father, the Chariots 
of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof ! What a 
wide Breach was made in Judah, by the Death 
of King Jofab? Who was removed almoit on 
Purpoſe, that the Judgments of God might 
break in upon a wicked People ! The Loſs of 
| © 0 every 


yo 


every praying, ſelf-denying, circumſpe& Chri- 


ftian, is now a wide Breach, when the Num- 

ber of ſuch is ſo ſmall, that the Prayer of Da- 

vid is moſt fitly to be uſed. Pal. xii. 1. Help, 

Lord, for the godly Man ceaſeth ; for the faithful 
fail from among the Children of Men. 

3. The third fort are Angry Breaches. I 
mean, when there are evident Signs and To- 
kens of the divine Difpleaſure in them. Such 
was the Breach which our Text refers to; and 
ſuch was that which was long before made on 
Aaron's Family, by the Death of his two eldeſt 
Sons; who were ſlain by one awful Stroke of 
the Lord's immediate Hand, in the At f 

b their Tranſgreſſion. Levit. x. 2, 3. And there | ; 
| went out a Fire from the Lord, and devoured | 
them, and they died before the Lord. Then Moſes 
ſaid unto Aaron, This is that the Lord ſpake, ſay- 
ing, I will be ſauctiſied in them that come nigh me, 
and before all the People I will be glorified. And 
Aaron held his Peace. The moſt effectual Ar- 
«« guments to quiet a gracious Spirit under Af- 
** flichons (ſays Mr. Henry on this Place) are 
«© thoſe that are fetched from God's Glory. 
This ſilenced Aaron. "Tis true, he is 4 Loſer 

in his Comforts by this ſevere Execution ; but 
« Moſes has ſhewed him, that God is a Garner 
« ju his Glory, and therefore he has not a Word 
« to ſay againſt it. If God be ſanctified, 
Aaron is ſatisfied. Far be it from him, that 
6 he ſhould honour his Sons more than God.” | 
Eli, a Deſcendant of Aaron, both as to Famil 3 
and Office, had much the ſame Affliction; his | 
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two Sons, Hapbni and Phineas, being ſlain in 
one Day, according to the Threatning which 
| God had denounced by Samuel. The Beha- 
viour of this good Man, at the hearing this 
terrible Threatning, is likewiſe much the tame. 
He held his Peace from murmuring, while he 
ſpake with an humble holy Submiſſion ; I is the 
LORD: Let him do what ſermeth him good. 
1 Sam. ii. 34, and iii. 18. Nor was his Frame of 
Spirit changed when the threatned Judgments 
actually took place; as we may gather from his 
being leſs concerned at the News of his two 
Sons being ſlain, than that of the Ark of God 
being taken by the Enemy. He could outlive 
the former, but not the latter. Chap. iv. 17, 18. 
In caſe of ſuch Breaches, there ſhould be deep 
Humiliation under the mighty Hand of God; 
much Prayer for Pardon, thro' Chriſt's Merits 
and Interceſſion; and a diligent and fincere 
Endeavour to reform what has been amils. 
Hof. vi. 1. Come, and let us return unto the 
LORD, for he hath torn, and he will heal us, 
He hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. 
: 4. The fourth ſort are redhubled Breaches. 
. = When deep calleth unto deep, and one Breach 
_— follows upon another, like the Waves of the 
| troubied Sea, The Lord ſpeaks once, yea 
twice, and it may be a third Time; ſurely in 
ſuch a Caſe ſpecial Attention is required. Thus 
it was with Job, Chap. xvi. 14. He breaketh 
me with Breach upon Breach, he runneth upon 
me like a Giant. Job (ſays Mr. Caryl) had 
* Breach upon Breach in his Eſlate; his Cattle 
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* and Goods were taken away. Job had 
* Breach upon Breach in his Family; moſt of 
e his Servants, and all his Children were de- 
* ſtroyed. Tb had Breach upon Breach in 
his Body; that was ſick and fore. Joh had 
“ Breach upon Breach in his Credit; he was 
called Hypocrite again and again. Job had 
Breach upon Breach in his S; that was 
* filled with Fear and Terror from the Lord.“ 
But we are now only confidering Breaches by 
Death. And for theſe in Job's Caſe ſee Chap. 
1. 15, 18, 19. Here we may allo remember 
the redoubled Breaches in David's Family, in 
Conſequence of that Sentence, Je Sword 
fall never depart from thy Houſe.” 

But tis Time I ſhould come to the Appli- 
cation of the Subject to that Breach, which is 
the Occaſion of our preſent meeting. And 
here, 

1. Give me leave to ſay ſomething relating 
to myſelf, and my own Concern therein, I 
delire to eye and adore the Hand which has 
made this % Breach upon me, in the Cha- 
racter which I (however unworthy) ſuſtain, 
of a Helper of ſuch as are deſign'd for the 
Miniſtry, in their Preparation for that ſacred 
and important Work and Office. I am thank- 
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ful, that I have reaſon to hope, there has been 


more of Mercy and Grace, than of Anger in 
this Diſpenſation; not only in regard of the 
Supports and Conſolations granted to my late 
much-eſteem'd Pupil, when Sick and Dying; 
and the good Hope I have as to his preſent 
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happy State; but alſo becauſe his Behaviour 
and Diſcourſe have been (I truſt) made uſe- 
ful to many, and to myſelf alſo. My Grief 
and Burden would haye been unſpeakably 
greater, if a Breach had been made upon me 
by Sin; if any one under my Care had been 
enſnared by the Devil, and an evil World; 
and after having put their Hand to Chriſt's 
Plough, had turned back to the Service of 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures. Bleſſed be God, 
that it is not ſuch an Affliction which I am 
mourning under. I deſire your Prayers, that 
this Diſpenſation may be ſanctify'd to me; 
that I may be humbled for my Defects and 
Short-comings; and may be quicken'd in ful- 
filling the Truſt repoſed in me, for the Ho- 
nour of Chriſt, and the Good of his Church. 

J ſhall addreſs myſelf,, 

2 To you my dear ſurviving Charge. 
This Providence ſpeaks /oudly to you. Suffer 
the Word of Exhortation on this ſolemn Oc- 
= Ccafion, in the three following Particulars. 
bf 1. Proſecute your Studies as thoſe that 
know not which you ſhall firſt enter, a 
= Pulpit or a Grave *. Let the Study of Divi- 
nity be that which of all others poſſeſſes your 
8 Hearts; and endeavour that your Knowledge 
| herein may be experimental and practical. 
Study the Doctrine of Sin, in its Nature, 
& Fountain and Streams; ſo as that your own 


This belongs eſpecially to thoſe who have not as yet 
preach'd in Public. | 


Souls 
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Souls may be helped to lie low before God; that 


you may loath and abhor yourſelves, repent- 
ing as in Duſt and Aſhes. Study the Doc- 
trines of Grace and Salvation, as wherein you 
have the neareſt and moſt important Concern; 


as wherein lies all your Hope and Treaſure. Study 


Jeſus Chriſt, as thoſe who know not, whether 


you ſhall firſt preach him to others, or com- 


mit your departing Spirits into his Hands. 
Study the Things of the World to come, as 
thoſe who know not, whether you ſhall firſt 
make them the Subjects of your Diſcourſes to 


others, in a dark and imperfect Manner, or 


get an awful and perfect Knowledge of them 
yourſelves, by paſſing out of Time into Eternity. 
I fay awful; and true it is, the Thought is 
awful, But if you get to a bleſſed Eternity, 
thefe will be nothing in the Knowledge you 
ſhall acquire, but what will be entirely ſa- 
tisfying and delightful. Study Controverſy, 
not that you may be furniſhed for a Diſpute 
for the Sake of Victory; but with this View, 
among others, that your own Souls may be 
guarded againſt thoſe Errors, which would be 
at all Times hurtful and pernicious to them, 
and more eſpecially in a dy:ng Seaſon. The 
Doctrines of free Grace, of a God-man Sa- 
viour, and an imputed Righteouſneſs, have 
then been found unſpeakably ſweet. I ſhall 
here recite Part of a Letter written by a 
young Miniſter, when pining away 1n a Con- 
ſumption, (publiſhed in an Account of his 


Life by Mr. Gibbons, ) You may Axe to 


oh youTr- 
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make me even amazed and tremble. 
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yourſelf, - the Thing is awful. Dying is a 
reat Work. Happy is he who is ready 
Er it. I think ſo too. And were it not 


for one ſtrong Hold to. which I fly, and 
where I reſt, the Thought of it would 


My guilty Soul prepar'd to meet its 
God | But let me tell you, my 
Friend, where is all my Salvation, the Re- 
fuge, the Anchor, the Foundation of all 
my Hope. It is the everlaſting Covenant, 
the atoning Sacrifice, the Blood of this 
Covenant, Jeſus the Saviour to the uttermoſt, 
a living Interceſſor and Advocate with the 
Father; on this Bottom it is that my Soul 
ſtands, I hope it is a ſure Foundation. It 
is the 7ry'd Corner-Stone, choſen of God 
and precious. Whatever different Sets of 
Principles others may form to thetnſelves, 
and fetch Comfort from, I declare, this is 
all my Salvation. The everlaſting Cove- 
nant of free Grace, a ſure Covenant, a 
well order'd Covenant indeed !” 


2, Let this be a Motive with you to behave 


ſo while Students, as that God may have 
Glory from you; namely, that vou know not 
whether you ſhall be ſpared to bring Honour 
to him in any other Character. Think not 
ſo much what you will do for God hereafter, 
when you ſhall be entered upon the Mini- 
ſtry, as what you may do for him 79w. If it 


be aſked, How may God have Honour from 
the Behaviour of a Student, as 4 Student? 


I 
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1 anſwer, By his- Humility, Modeſty, and 
Sober-mindedneſs ; by a diligent Application 
to the proper Buſineſs of his preſent Station ; 
by an exemplary Seriouſneſs, and real Regard 
for the Duties of Religion; by keeping at a 
| Diſtance from the enſnaring Follies and Va- 
nities of the Times; by an Endeavour to be 
occaſionally uſeful to the Souls of others, as 
Providence favours with Opportunity..—-—In 
theſe, and ſuch like Things, Let your Light 
fo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing your good 
Works, may glorify your Father which 1s 1 
Heaven. 
3. Be renewing the Dedication of your- 
ſelves to Chriſt on this Occaſion, as being 
willing to be abſolutely at his Diſpoſal. Re- 
member your Lord beſt knows what he hath 
tobe done, and how yow may beſt bring 
Honour to his Name. If he ſhould ſee fit 
to call you to honour him on a fick and dy- 
ing Bed, rather than in the public Congre- 
gation, fay, Here I am, let the Lord do with 
me as ſeemeth good unto him. Or if you ſhould 
be ſpared to come as Labourers into Chriſt's ; 
Vincyard, look upon yourſelves as being at 
his Diſpoſal ; whither to ſend you; how to 
provide for you; and with what Degree of 
Wl Succeſs to attend your Endeavours. Make 
| no Exceptions againſt a Priſon or a Stake; 
| only pray that you may have Grace to be 
found faithful. Take the Apoſtle Pau for a 
Pattern, Acts xx. 22.— 24. And now behold, 1 
go bound in the Spirit unto Jeruſalem, not 
RNowing 
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knowing the Things that ſhall befall me there : 
ſave chat the H « Ghojt witnefſeth in every City, 
ſaying, that Binds and Aflictions abide me. 
But none of theſe Things move me, neither 
count I my Life dear unto myſelf, fo that 7 might 
finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry 
which I have received of the Lord TFeſus, to 
teftify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 
To you that have been much with 
our deceaſed F riend, and that have aſſiſted him 
in his Sickneſs. Remember what you have 
ſeen in him, and heard j/rom him. The 
Words of dying Perſons thould make deep 
Impreſſions. The Awfulneſs that is on Heir 
Spirits, ſhould beget Awfulneſs on ours. God 
will expect an Account from us how ſuch a 
Talent has been improv'd. A right Improve- 
ment will not be made without Pains and 
Prayer. Tis ſurprizing, how ſoon the moſt 
affecting Sights and Expreſſions of this Kind, 
are forgotten by us, as to the Influence they 
ſhould have upon us. Here, as in innume- 
rable other Cafes, we have fad Experience of 
the joint Power of an enſnaring World, a 
tempting Devil, and a deceitful Heart! Be 
oſten refreſhing your Memories, and hers 
| fix your Meditations in your Seaſons of Re- 
tirement, And as for ſuch as have been aſ- 
fiſting to the Deceaſed in his long and pain- 


ful Diforder, by Prayers and otherwiſe, both 
preſent and at a Diſtance, give me Leave to 
aſſure you, that he had a grateful Senſe of 

D the 


e | 
the Kindneſs ſhewi him by all his Friends 
and Benefactors; And let me alſo put you in 
mind of thoſe gracious and condeſcending 


Words of Chriſt, Matt. xxv. 40. Yerily I. ſay 
unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one 


F the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done 


it unis the, 

4.— To ſuch preſent, as are in the Prime 
of Life. See by this Example, how eaſily 
God can ſend upon you a Diſorder that ſhall 
weaken your Strength in the Way, and fhorten 
your Days. Let not the young Man ylory in 
his Youth, nor the ſtrong Man in his Strength. 
Rather let them be thinking of giving them 
to Diſeaſes and Death, if God ſhould fo re- 
quire. This would be infinitely better for 
you, than to give them to the Devil and Sin. 
Sirs, it would be a far leſs grieving Sight to 
thoſe who moſt defire your Welfare, to ſee 
you bowing down, even at this Time of Life, 
through a conſuming Diſorder, as if through 
extreme old Age; to ſee waſted Fleſh, and 
ſtaring Bones; to ſee you panting for Breath, 


and gaſping for Life, while at the ſame Time 


there was good Ground to hope concerning 
your everlaſting Eſtate; I ſay, this would be 
a far leſs grieving Sight, than to ſee you falſe- 
ly, wickedly, and moſt dangerouſly enjoy- 
ing yourſelves in Gaiety and Folly, Vice and 
Extravagance, in the full Vigour and Sprighth- 
neſs of Youth and Health. Many of thoſe 


Who are preſent have been excited to a more 


tender 
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tender and compaſſionate Concern for our 
deceaſed Friend, from the Circumſtance of 
his being at ſo great a Diſtance from his Pa- 
rents. And by the Way, let me call upon 
you to ſympathize with them, and pray for 
them, —that when they ſhall receive the ex- 
peed Tidings of their being bereav'd of a 
dutiful and hopeful, and to one of them an 
only Son, they may be enabled to poſſeſs their 
Souls in Patience, and with ob, to bleſs a 
taking, as well as a giving God. But I dare 
venture to ſay, that ſome of you that are 
Parents, would have rejoiced concerning one, 
or more of your Children, if it could have 
been, that they might have exchanged heir 
Condition for his, in the moſt afflicting Cir- 
cumſtances thereof, This I am ſure of, that 
they, who have a true Principle of Grace 


Should, and if acting like themſelves will, chuſe 


the greateſt Affliction rather than the leaſt Sin, 
for themſelves and theirs. 
5.——To Death-broken Families. It has 
been before obſerved, that you ſhould pre- 
are for future Breaches. I would now offer 
a little Help to Submiſſion to the Will of 
God in ſome Caſes, wherein the inbred Prin- 
ciple of Rebellion may be moſt apt to ap- 
pear, and make a dangerous Oppoſition to a 
Principle of Grace. 
Caſe 1. It was a moſt dear Perſon that has 


been remov'd, one may ſay; It was the dear- 


eſt Comfort I had in the World. 
D 2 Anſw. 
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Anſw. Perhaps too dear, God: 1s jealous 
of Idols, and will remove them. Remem- 
ber, however, that God had a greater Pro- 
priety in them, than you had. He has taken 
but what was his own, And he can abun- 
dantly ſupply all Deficiencies in the Creature 
from himſelf. If this bleſſed, Almighty, and 
All-ſufficient God were more delighted in, 
Creature-Lofles would leſs affect and diſ- 
compoſe us. It was an extraordinary Com- 
mand that was given to the Prophet Ezekzel, 
and it was given for an extraordinary Purpoſe, 
Ch. xxiv. 15, 16. Son of Man, behold I take 
away from thee the Defire of thine Eyes with a 
Stroke, yet neither ſhalt thou mourn nor weep, 
neither ſhall thy Tears run down. God's taking 
away Ezekie!'s deareſt, earthly Comfort (his 
Wife) with a ſudden Stroke, was a Token of 
God's being about ſpeedily and ſuddenly to 
puniſh a wicked People with the taking away 
theirs. The Prophet's not mourning, thro' a 
divine Prohibition, was a Token of their not 
mourning through the Confufion that ſhould 
ſhortly take Place. Be thankful that you are 
not yet in ſuch Times; God grant we may 
never be! But ſuffer me ſo far to admoniſh 
you irom this extraordinary Cafe of the Pro- 
phet, that you don't exceed the Bounds 
of Religion and Reaſon in your Sorrow. 
Mech as if you wept unt. God is the ſame, 
__ Chriſt is the fame, and the Covenant is the 
lame, whatever Changes may have been in 
| your 


e 
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your Families, and Comforts from the Crea- 
ture. 

Caſe 2d. It was a moſt wſeful Perſon that 
has been removed, may another ſay; uſeful in 
his Family; uſefut>in the Church; uſeful in 
the Neighbourhood, 

A. The Lord . who ſets all his Servants on 
Work, knows when their Work is done; and 
| when their Time for Reſt is come. For what 
he has more to be done, Inſtruments ſhall not 
be wanting. 

Caſe zd. But the Breach which J lament, 
was made in an unuſual Way, may a third 
ſay; It was a violent, an untimely or unex- 
pected Death, and had other 1 Cir- 
cumſtances of Affliction attendin 

A. We cannot argue merely a ſuch 
Circumſtances, that the Breach which has 
been made, was not accompanied with God's 
ſpecial Love, either to ſuch as are taken, or 
ſuch as are left; 3 as may be gathered from 
ſuch Inſtances as have been before-mention- 
ed. 

Caſe 4th. My Caſe is worſe than all this, 
| may a fourth ſay. The Breach made in my 
| Family has been upon One, who had not onl 

no Marks of being in a State of Grace, but 
evident Marks of the contrary. 
i Al. I cannot ſet open Heaven's Gate ſo 
wide as ſome do on ſuch Occaſions ; who 
ſpeak as if they thought, that a Lord have 
Mercy upon me,“ uttered in dying Moe 
ments, 
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ments, would carry the greateſt Sinner ſafe 
to Heaven. Tis true, we ſhould not be for- 
ward to limit God's Mercy, Tis this which 
the beſt muſt fly to, and put their Truſt in, 
*Tis the Apoſtle's Prayer for Onefipborus, whoſe 
—_ and Love he had been greatly commend- 
, The Lord grant unto him, that he may find 
* of the Lord in that Day. But has we 
muſt remember ſuch Texts as theſe, Mart 
xvi. 16. He that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
Jo. iii. 3. Except a Man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Heb. xii. 14. 
Follow Peace with all Men, and HoLINess, 
without which no Man fhall fee the Lord. &c. 
&c. And Chriſt hath aſſur'd us, he will ſay 
> many at laſt, who thought they had more 
o plead for themſelves than moſt of their 
Neſchbours, I never knew you, Depart from 
me ye that wor Inquity, Matt. vii. 22, 23. 
Let it alſo be remember'd, that opening ſuch 
an unwarranted Door of Mercy for the dy- 
ing, is an effectual opening a Door of Sin to 
the living. If it be aſked, what may then be 
ſaid to ſuch unhappy Mourners ? I ſhould di- 
rect them to do as Aaron did, on a like Oc- 
cation. Hold your Peace. Or if you ſpeak, let 
it be with Eli. It 7s the LORD; let him do 
what ſeemethb him good, Tiis God's Pleaſure 
to glority his Juſtice and Wrath in the righ- 
teous Condemnation of ſome, as well as his 
* Mercy and Grace in the Salvation of others. 
| (Vet no Excuſe this for wicked Sinners, who 
knowing- 
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knowingly and wilfully diſpleaſe and diſhonour 
their Creator, and expoſe themſelves to his 
everlaſting Vengeance) And who are we that 
we ſhould reply againſt God? Rom. ix. 20. 
Give me leave to offer this farther Direction. 
Refle& how far you have diſcharged your Duty 
towards thoſe who have been thus taken away 
in their Sin, in warning, exhorting, reproving, 
praying, and the like. So far as you have been 
enabled to be faithful, rejoice and be thankful. 
Wherein you have come ſhort, be humble, 
and pray for Pardon, through the Blood and 
Interceſſion of Chriſt. "T's well for thoſe who 
on ſuch a truly ſad Occaſion can look, with 
David in like Circumſtances, to the everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, as wherein they themſelves 
have a Share. 2 Sam. xxili. 5. Alitho' my Houſe 
be not ſo with God, yet He hath made with me 
an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all Things 
and ſure; for this is all my Salvation, and all 
my Defire, altho He make 1t not to grow, This 
gracious, but ſorely afflicted King, looked from 
a difordered Family to a well ordered Covenant, 
from a broken Family to an unbroken and ſure 
Covenant. However it was with others, who 
yet had been moſt dear to him, inſtead of im- 
peaching God's Mercy and Goodneſs, he 
would admire and praiſe free Grace, for the 
Hope he had, that it was and ſhould be well 
with bm, | 
6.—To thoſe who with well to the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Chriſt, You may take up a La- 
mentation 
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mentation concerning our deceaſed Friend, 
that one, who promiſed ſo fair for Uſefulneſs 
in the Church, ſhould be ſent down to the 
Grave, among them that dwell in Silence. 
But — what ſhall we ſay ? — why, Fhat Ged's 


May ts in the Sea, and his Path in the deep 


Waters, his Footſteps are not known, And 
alſo, that God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, 
nor his Ways as our Ways. Yet God's Thoughts 
and Ways are always beſt, as we ſhall know 
bereafter (it we can truſt him) tho we may 
not know it here, 7. c. any otherwiſe than by 
Faith. An infinitely wie, and faithful God 


will cauſe all his Diſpenſations (however 
thwarting and diſappointing ſome of them 
may ſeem 76 us ) I fay, God will cauſe them 
allsto work together for the advancing the 
Kingdom of Grace, and haſtening the King- 


dom of Glory. Yet let ſuch a Providence 
quicken us in praying to the Lord of the Har- 


eſt, to ſend forth Labourers into bis Harveſt. 
. The Refidue of the Spirit is with him. 


It may poſſibly be expected by ſome, that 


before I conclude, I ſhould give a more full and 
particular Character of our departed Friend, 


But as this is not my Practice on theſe Occa- 


ſions, I ſhall rather conclude with a Word of 


Praiſe for him whoſe Praiſe ſhould employ both 


Earth and Heaven. As for Heaven, indeed, 
we cannot with for more of this. Employ- 


ment there, than what is at this preſent, and 


-will be to al Eternity, among its bleſſed In- 


habitants. 
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habitants. But as for this dark ſinful Earth, 
where yet Chriſt ſhew'd the moſt amazing In- 
ſtance of his Love, and hat for the Sake of 
rebellious Men, Alas, how few and faint are 
his Praiſes! Let us now make a feeble At- 
tempt to praiſe him; and may a Coal from 
God's Altar touch our frozen Hearts. 

Praiſed, then, be HE, who was himſelf 
broken, that his People might be healed. 
Praiſed be HE, who is the Reparrer of Breaches, 
and the Reſtorer of Paths to dwell in. Praiſed 
be HE, who is ever mindful of his Church, 
and who muſt reigu, till all his Enemies be made 
his Footſtool. Praiſed be HE, whom we are 
all unworthy to praiſe; but whom, I truſt, 
ſome of us defire to praiſe. Praiſed be HE, 
whoſe Praiſe when we have ſometimes pro- 
feſſed to be ſeeking, we have been ſacrilegi- 
oufly ſeeking our own. Praifed be HE, as 
being ONE in Godhead with the Father and 
Holy Ghoſt; and praiſed as Immanue/, God 
with us. Praiſed be HE in all his Offices, 
and praiſed in all his Works. Praiſed be HE 
in the Face of Satan, and all his Temptations. 
Praiſed be HE in the Face of the ſtrongeſt 
Oppoſition from in-dwelliag Sin, Praifed be 


HE in the Face of Death and the Grave, and 


all their frightful Companions. Praiſed be 
HE in the Face of all the fad, and ſhamefal, 
and threatning Declenſions of his Churches in 
the preſent Day. Praiſed be HE in the Face 
of all falſe Chriſts, all pernicious Errors, and 

E dangerous 
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| dangerous Deluſions. Praiſed be HE in the 
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Face of Jeſuits, and all Popifh Princes, their 


Confederates and Inſtruments.  Praiſed be the 


SAVIOUR now, and in all Ages of the World 
yet to come, Yea praiſed ſhall HE be 


when the World and all that is therein 


ſhall be in Flames. Praiſed ſhall HE be when 
aſcending the Throne of Judgment, and alſo 
when deſcending from it, and returning, with 
the whole Company of the redeemed, to 
Glory. Oh that we may praiſe him in our 
Lives, and that our Lives may praiſe him 
Oh that we may praiſe him at our Death, and 
that our Deaths may praiſe him; and then, 
that our Eternity may be ſpent in his Praiſe! 
And finally, Oh that all here preſent could 
join hereunto their hearty AMEN ! 
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Mr. HEN NI VO BLE, 


During his SiekxzEss. 


HEN ſome tov: ht it much that he 
ſhould be willing to come ſo far 
from his Home, he replicd, Let a Child of 
God g0 NHITHER be will, yet his Feet are an 
his Father's Ground. 

When his Diſorder began to appear dan- 
gerous. he ſaid once and again, Tf it ſhould 

pleaſe God to raiſe me up, that I may go on 
15 my Studies, I ſhall be thankfut ; but if 
not, his Will be done. 

Nov. 1 5. When he had been afflicted with 
new threatening Symptoms, after there had 
been ſome Hopes of Recovery, ne ſaid, J 
laue been thinking of the Sum of the Ten Com- 
mandments, viz. To love the Lord or God with 
all our Heart, and Soul, &c. If, added he, 
we love the Lord with all our Heart, we ſhall 
take nothing ill that he does. Mr. Bridge ſays, 
the ns of Believers are 4 Part of "Chriſt 5 
ers, wb And again, We are es Clay in 

E 2 the 
* He took great Delight in reading the Works of this Au- 
chor, and in hearing them, after he was unable to rcad himſelf, 
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the Hands of the Potter. And if God by thus brui- 
Jing me ſhould be making me a Veſſel for his Ho- 
nour, why ſhould I murmur ? 
Dec. 2. I little thought once, that the Book of 
Pſalms would have been of fo much comfort to me. 
Again, If Death ſhould be preſented 0 
me, 1 think 1 ſhould not ſtagger. 1 truſt in God 
through Chriſt, and in the everlaſting Covenant, 
in which I bope I am intereſted. 
|; 10. One encouraging him and faying, he 
| ſhould not be caſt down, for that if God had 
Work for him to do, he would raiſe him up 
again; He replied, I don't ſpeak on Account of my 
Pains, fer if theſe were much greater, I hope 1 
Should haue Support to carry me through them. 
Exprefling at the ſame Time his entire Satisfa- 
ctiog in the Diſpoſal of Providence, as to his 
coming hither, even tho” (ſaid he) 7 were to die 
ths Night, which God only knows whether I may 
or not. Ard aftcrwards at ſeveral Times, and 
| to ſeveral Perſons, he ſaid, I thought at my 
| firſt coming, that 1 had been ſent hither to be 
= prepared for the Miniſtry ; but now I think, God 
| | ſent me hither to be better prepar'd for Heaven. 
15. Ire to be thankſul to God for having 
been preſerv'd from open and groſs Sins ; but now 
God hath been teaching me more of the Evil of 
fecret Corruplian. And having Occaſion to 
| | ſpeak of the firſt Part of his Diſorder, he ſaid, 
| 1 found ſome Difficulty at jirſi in ſubmitting 
„ my Will to God's Will; but at length I was belp'd 
fo look on my Afﬀlittion as a fatherly Correction. 
Ind jo I ſtill look upon it. 
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18, After reckoning up feveral Circumſtan- 
ces of his Diſorder, he added, But why do J 
ſpeak of theſe Things ? And then repeated thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle Paul; Reorcing in Tri- 
bulation. And again, Tribulation worketh Ha- 
tience, and Patience Experience, and Experi- 
= ence Hope, that maketh not aſhamed. 
5 When one told him, he had great Reaſon 
& to be thankful for the Experience which he 
had of God's ſupporting Preſence; He replied, 
Be not high. minded but fear. I am always di f- 
ident of myſelf. | 
21. Having received a Letter from his Fa- 
ther expreſſing Hopes of hearing that he was 
better, faid he, What ſhall I fay! 1 can give 
no Satisfaction. I anſwer'd, that indeed, as 
to any Hope of Recovery, he could not; but 
as to the Supports which God had given him, 
he might; He reply'd, When I look on my Pains 
with an Fye of Faith, I am ſtrengtbend; but as 
to an Eye of Senſe, if any one had told me when 
in Health what I was to go through, I ſhould 
have thought it impoſſible. 
One being affrighted at ſeeing him ſtrug- 
gling for Life in a violent Fit of the Congh, 
| he faid, after he had a little recover'd himfelf, 
F | Don't be troubled; tho the Lord correct, be qwill 
| not deftroy. Chriſt who has conquer'd all, will 
bring us ſafe through this Jordan, to the Land 
7 | of Reſt, where the Fleſh ſhall not diſtunb. At 
1 another Time when ſome were pitying bis 
Condition, he ſaid, I am in a 600D Condition 
(meaning becauſe it was what infinite Wiſdom 
choſe 
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choſe for him) My Friends might aviſb me in 


an euer and more nn Condition, but not 
ina better. 

22. IT aſk'd him if he was free from the Aſ- 
faults of Temptation? He anſwer'd, I have 
lately had a very ſharp Conflict, becauſe T dar'd 
pofuttvely to jay, that I vas in the Covenant ; but 
the Lord ever gives Jome Relief ; In hearing a 
Sermon read Concerning Unbelie/; I was again 
quieted and eſtabliſhed. At another Time he 
faid, Satan is tempting me to be thinking ftil/ 
on my Condition; but I will pray to God that be 
would help me to fet my Thoughts en Things 
above. 

26. After I had been abroad for ſome Days, 
and was returned, he told me, he had been 
vioRntly aſſaulted by Satan in reſpect of his 
Sincerity. I replied, we muſt not believe Sa- 
tan's Charges on this Head, barely on the 
Credit of his Word, but muſt examine them 
by Scripture; and that I did not know a bet- 
ter Evidence of Sincerity, than by looking to 
ſuch Times as wherein plcafing Chriſt and 
pleaſing the Fleih came moſt in Competition, 
Here we ſhould examine whether we have 
preferr'd pleaſing Chriſt to the pleaſing the 
Fleſh. As alſo whether there were any Cor- 
ner of our Hearts that we would not be wil- 
ling God ſhould fearch, &c. Adding, that 1 
doubred not but he was ſenſible, his Sinceri! * 
(how neceſſary ſoever) was not his Title to 
Heaven, but the R7ghteouſneſs of Chrifl. He 
{aid, he was; and told me how earneſt he had 

been 
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been with God in Prayer, that he might be 
enabled to ſerve him in Sincerity to his Life's 
= End. My Care and Endeavour is, (ſaid he) 
nin all my Temptations, not to let go my Hold; 
aud at this Time particularly, I. found Comfort 
in uttering theſe Words, Whom have I in Heaven 
but thee ? And there is none upon Earth that J 
defire beſides thee. Afterwards he ſaid, I is al- 
ways my Complaint that 1 can love Cbriſi no 
more, and rejoice in him no more. If I abs 
do this, I ſhould have clearer Evidences. I told 
him that Joy was the Fruit of Faith, and 
not Faith the Fruit of Joy; reading to him a 
Paſlage in Mr. Burroughs to this Purpoſe, which 
| had the Day before been read in the Family, 
| | and which I ſhall here tranſcribe. Tis in his 
| WW Book entitled, Walking by Faith, p. 383. © It's 
N da a dangerous Thing to ground Faith upon 
. | © Senſe; yet many of us do rather fezk to 
have our Faith the Fruit of our Joy, than 
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n * to have our Joy the Fruit of our Faith: 
- % Whereas we ſhould rather lay the Founda- 
0 tion of Faith, and then the Joy that comes 
4 after, that's right. If after an Act of be- 
F lieving you come to have Joy, that Joy is 
'© right; but if after an Act of Joy, and Work 
0 of Senſe, you then think you can believe, 
1 ** you may ſuſpect bat Faith not to be right. 
1- Indeed good Works are a Nurſe to Faith, but 
1 good Works are never to be the Mother of 
ty WO 
to I told him, it might yield him Comfort, that 
Te {50d had been glorify d by his patient bearing 
ad is Affliction, Ob, (ſaid he) Glory be to God, 


7 
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F ever T have been uſeful to bring Honour 16 
his Name. At another Time, I have Cauſe to 
be humbled for Back-/lidings ; but thoſe Words 
bave been a great Support to me. Hol. xi. 8, 9. 
How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How 
ſhall I deliver thee, Jrael? How ſhall [ 
make thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee 
as Zebom? Mine Heart is turned within 
me, my Repentings are kindled together, I 
will not execute the Fierceneſs of mine Anger, 
| I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; for Iam 
God, and not Man. He laid a particular Streſs 
on theſe laſt Words, for I am God, &c.— 
His Strength being ſo far gone that he could 
not anſwer his Father's Letter, I aſk'd him 
what I ſhould write to his Parents for him ? 
Aſtæ ſome Expreſſions of Regard for their 
Welfare, he ſaid, De/ire that they would as free- 
ly give me back % God, as God gave me to them. 
Having been talking of Meſſrs Er/ezne, he 
faid, It 2s a great threatning when ſnch Men 
are e or when, if they remain, they are 
beaten down and oppoſed. T hope in a ſhort Time 
to join with them in ſinging Praiſes above, At 
another Time, Sin is the heauvieft Burden that 
can be on the Back of any Creature When 
one caution'd him againſt ſpeaking too much, 
leſt it ſhould be hurtful to him; he ſaid, 1/ 
by my talking I might bring Glory to God, I would 
"_ to my laſt. 

When I came to him in the Evening, 
he ad, This has been a trying Day with me 
roo. I have had Doubts and T emptations, but 
I have had Foys * in * to be with 

Chrijt. 
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Chrifl. I told him, he muſt expect to have 
a Mixture while here, this being a. State of 
Warfare. He reply'd, I hope I ſhall be able 
to maintain the Warfare. But 'tis a Warfare 
againſt Principalities and Powers, and the Ru- 
lers of the Darkneſs of this World. I hape 
| | through Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall ſoon get Satan 
| | bruiſed under my Feet, I hope I ſhall never 
| | diſtruſt the Mercy of the bleſſed Redeemer, He 
| ſought me before 1 ſought him. 

| Again, I /ook back and conſider the Length 
; | of my Aflittion, and the continued Support 
which I have had under it. If it had been 
only for a Fortnight, or twenty Days, it would 
not have ſeemed ſo much : but from having 
been ſupported for ſo long a Time, I am greatly 
encouraged to hope, that God has been dealing 
with me as a Father; and to conclude, that if 
God had intended to have deftrayed me, he would 


not have done fo much for me. 


1 I LL ww par &9s 


b 
2 Having been talking concerning knowing 
7 more of God in a Time of Affliction, he in- 
F ſtanc'd particularly in God's Holineſs and 
t Juſtice, I obſerv'd, that if vindicti ve Juſtice 
7 were to take Place, we were all undone, - 
N He reply'd, I hope That is /atisfy'd by Cbriſt. 
, F Chriſt had left but one Sin for us to make 
_— Satisfaction for, we muſt periſh for ever ; but 
p he hath borne all the Sins of the Elec. 

31. I have been examining myſelf (laid he 
r, to me) whether in defiring to die, I have more 
1 Regard to m ? being freed from Pain, or being 
it __ ne J hope it is rather from a Dejite 


, F of 
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of being with Chriſt, for that I hope, I can 
leave it with God to lay upon me what Afﬀic- 
tion be pleaſes; yet J am afraid of my ow 
Heart, 
Jan. 2. Being Lord's Day Morning, I aſk- 
ed him how he had been in the Night? 
After giving me ſome Account of his lying 
in Pain, and without Sleep, he added, But I 
was glad to ſee the Light of another of the Days 
of the Son of Man, altho I cannot attend on 
public Ordinances. O that I may be prepar'd 


for an everlaſting Sabbath ! He added, I have 


often obſerv' d, that as I ſpent the Sabbath, ſo 
it has been with me in the Week. If T was 
careful in keeping the Sabbath, Things went 
well with me in the Week, If I was 
careleſs and leſs obſervant on the Sabbath, uſu- 
ally I met with Things in the Week that were 
croſſing and diſcompeſing ; ſo that I wwalk'd not 


fo regularly and comfortably, as otherwiſe. | 


obſerv'd to him, that there was a divine 
Stamp on the Time of the Sabbath; and that 
we might hope God wou'd own and ho- 
nour his own Time, tho' he might deny the 
Liberty of joining with the public Aſſembly. 
Adding, that it was Matter of Lamentation 
that ſo many ſpent the Sabbath as a Day of 
Idleneſs. With this he joined, and ſaid far- 
ther, And there are ſome that love to ſpend all 
the Day in hearing, and neglect private Duties. 
And when I ſaid, I could not think that 
any who neglected Duties of Retirement on 


the Sabbath, got much Benefit by public 


Worſhip, 
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Worſhip ; He added, that private Duties would 
greatly help to the right Performance of public 


Ones. 

6. One who came to viſit him, complain- 
ing of Want of Breath, (beng otherwile alſo 
much diſorder'd) He ſaid, J ſympathize with 
you. *Tis alſo my Complaint ; but we ſhall 
ſhortly ſpend an Eternity together, where there 
will be none of theſe Complaints. Bleſſed be 
God, that our Salvation is ſure, Bleſſed be 
God, that our Salvation is not in our own 
Hands! To me he ſaid, after a very ſevere 
Fit of the Cough, This is hard. New I muſt 
truſt all my Salvation with God; I can do 
little more either in Prayer or Meditation. f 4 
muſt truſt all with Gd. I told him All was 
done, in a Way of Title, long ago, even when 
Chriſt ſaid on the Croſs, It is * finiſhed. 

7. He ſaid to me, I have been often thinking, 
for myſelf and Fellbw- Students, that as this is a 
Houſe entirely devoted to the Service of God, it 
might be expected that Satan would be more buſy 
here, than in many 9thers. I told him I had often 
had the fame Thoughts—This leads me to 
3 that he would be frequently exhort- 

ing his Fellow-Students (who were much 
with him, and ready to do all Offices of Kind- 
neſs for him) to ſtand faſt by the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel; and particularly, he mention'd 
thoſe of free Grace, and Chriſt's true and 
proper Divinity. 07 both which, ſaid he once 
and again, I have known much more ſince I have 


F 2 been 


[36] 


been in this Stckrieſs, than ever I did before. 
And expreſſed a Pleaſure in the Thought of 
dying in the Faith of thoſe Truths, which, 
19 he . liv'd, he deſign'd to have preach' . 
To one of them in particular, he ſaid, at a 
Time when he toak his Leave of bim, not 
expecting to ſee him again; Whenever you are 
Audying Sermons (if God ſpare your Life to 
that Time) preſs them home to your own Soul. 
Preach them to yourſelf firſt, and then you may 
bepe they will be of Uſe to others, In all the 
Difficulties you mect with in your Work, apply 
to Gad by Prayer for Direction and Aﬀfeſtance. 
It was my Practice, and I. found not à little 
Benefit from it—Tho' Death will ſeparate us 
from each other here, I hope wwe ſhall ſpend an 
Eterhity of Happineſs together above. 

Ne once and again took an affectionate 

Leave of myſelf and Wife (his Life being 
continued from Day to Day for almoſt a 
Fortnight to every one's Admiration) ex- 
preſſing a grateful Senſe of the Kindneſs he had 
- received, and putting up fervent Prayers for 
us. He alſo again and again made thank- 
ful Mention of the Favours which had been 
done him by ſeveral Perſons of the Town ; 
laying, 1 bope I ſhall meet many of my Ottery 
Friends in Heaven. 

When ſpeaking to the Perſon that attended 
him, of the Circumſtances of his Diforder, 
he ſaid, If it were not for ſuch and ſuch a 
Symptom (naming them) J might have ſome 
Theughts of rec ering. She -faid, Sir, if 1 

| were 


L127 l 


were ſo well prepared for Death as you are, 

think I ſhould have no Deſire to return to 
* World. He anſwer'd, Ti, not for that 
1 fear to die, but becauſe I ſhould be glad, if 
God had feen fit, to have preached thoſe Truths 
to Others, the Sweetneſs of which I have ex- 
berienced in my own Soul, 

It was very ſeldom that any ſhould hear 
2 Groan from him, under all the great and 
continued Pain which he endured, And 
when at any Time he did groan, he would 
aſk, 1s Greaning Complaining « Or check 
himſelf, and fay, Why fhould a living Man 
complain ? or ſay to thoſe about him imme- 
diately upon it, I did not complann,— 

When 1 came to bim, and found hate 
very low, and in great Diſtreſs, I ſaid to 
him, Chriſt is able to keep what you com- 
mit unto him; He anſwer'd, He can. 
When he had lain for a good while in a 
very low and fainting Condition, he would 
on a ſudden break out into ſuch Expreſſions 
as theſe. Bleſſed Redeemer, Heaven would 
he no Heaven to me without thee! Be 
pleaſed to make nc tum thyſelf——-— Blefſed be 
God for any Tokens of bis Love Glory fo 
God in the higheſt, that T have fuch Proſpetts 
of Eternity Adored be free Grace- - 
Bleſſed be my God that there remaineth à 
Reſt for the People of God-——O that I had 
the Tongue of Angels to ſbeak forth the Good- 
neſs of God, and the Love of my bleſſed Re- 
deemer At one of theſe Times he ſeem'd 
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pretty much diſturb'd, and cry'd out, Oh, 


what Corruption! O the Power of Unbelief — 


Prove that thou wicked Serpent, He was 
then ſo low that I would not atk him to 


. what he referred; But the next Day be- 


ing a little reviv'd, he ſaid, that Satan had 
been perplexing him with telling him, that if 


be wwas going to the Stake as a Martyr, be 
ſhould have Aſſurance, but now he muſt no! 


expect it. Adding that the Anfwer which 
he had made was, that the Promiſes were a: 
much for his preſent Condition, as for that 9 
Martyrdom ; and in theſe Promiſes be rc 
truſt. At another Time 7 had ſaid, My 
Salnation is not what I am ſure of *, but 7 
bope my Sins are all forgiven thro' Cbriſl. II. 
Roghteouſneſs is the Ground, and only Groun: 
on «which J bope for Acceptance with God. 
And, bleſſed be God, ] hope it is imputed 16 
me. And again, I have been à vile Sinner, 
but I could be willing that all my Sins ſhout: 
be laid open before the Werld, if God mig, 
bave any Glory thereby. 

When I was fitting by him on the Day lat! 
mention'd, he ſaid, I am very weak. I an- 
ſwer'd, J could truſt him in the Hands o 
Chriſt, where he had been truſting himſelf 
He anſwer'd, I do ſo.. 


16. Be- 


* Meaning, doubtleſs, with an Affurance of Senſe, whici! 
many Chriſtians defire too much ; forgetting, that the 
this may be attended with more ſenfible Comfort, yet "ti 
Aſſurance of Faith, or truſting the Faithfulneſs of the Pro 
miſer, without Regard to Senſe, which God is gc! 
pleaſed with, and honour'd by. 


16. Being Lord's-Day, I aſk'd him, juft 


as I was going to public Worſhip, what we 
ſhould pray for in his Behalf? He immediate- 


ly anſwer'd,, that I may ſpend my next Sab- 
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hath in Heaven. And this I make no doubt 


but he did. 

20. Being the Thurſday follow ing, he was 
heard to ſay in the Morning, Come, Lord Jeſas, 
come quickly, come quickly. About four in the 
Afternoon he defir'd, I would give him a 
ihort Prayer, which I did. But his Faculties 
were by this Time much impair'd; and 
about Ten at Night, with little or no Struggle, 
he breath'd his laſt. 

Bliſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord. 
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Jontemplations on the Ocean, Harveſt, Sick- 
neſs, and the laſt Judgment, in a Series of 
Letters to a Friend. By Richard Pearſall. The 
2d Edition corrected. Price bound 2 5s. 6 d. 
255 N. B. To which is prefixed, two fine Coppe:- 
pb Plate Prints engraved by Mr. Millar, of a Storm. 
and the Hives. 
Prous Memorr1ais, or the Power of Re. 1- 
GION upon the Mind in Sickneſs and at Death; 
Exemplified in the Experience of many Divines. 
and other eminent Perſons at thoſe important Sea- 
ſons. Interſperſed with what was moſt remarkable 
in their Lives. By the late Mr. Richard Burnham 
; With a Recommendatory Preface by the Revd. 
| Rn Mr. Hervey. 
Bis + Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lokr 
1 Rev. xiv. 13. 


Heaven owns her Friend 

| | On this Side Death, and points them out to Man ; ; 
„ A Letture ſilent but of Sovereign Uſe. 

| Night Thoughts, No. 11. 
[ | The 24. Edition, Price neatly bound 5 s. 


| Scripture Marks of SaLvaTion, Drawn up ( 
help Chriſtians to know the true State of the 
Souls. By Kiſdon Darracoatt. 


| Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the Faith ; 
„ Prove your own ſelves. 5. 


The Third Edition. Price 6 d. ſtitch'd. 


Certain Sermons or Hoemilies, appointed to b: 
. read in Churches, in the Time of Queen Elizabe:-. 
ET of famous Memory. Together with the Thirty 
. | nine Articles of Religion. Publiſhed by Authority, 
ud 1s for the Uſe of Churches and private Famiic: 
3/BY | Price 12 s. neatly bound. 
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